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General Grant's Reply to the Bohemian

Orgu.
Toe fact that General Grant has at length spoken,

thronghjthe columns of the newspapers, is one that
excites no common Interest here among those
srho know him. It was generally expected that he
Wonld have authorized a statement of denial

tf the conversation alleged to have been had with
lm a long time ago, yet, although its publication

Annoyed htm very much, he had no intention of
(noticing It until within the last day or two. So far
.a he himself was concerned he did not deem It
Accessary to pat forth any contradiction, bat he

Kind that as time passed the evidences that It was
orSOusly affecting the interests of his friends

came more frequently to his notice, and the appear-
ance df another reported interview with him in the
same paper on the 12th instant, together with an
editorial assertion that the statements in question
pad never yet Men denied, induced him to move In

Ee matters He accordingly wrote the denial hlm-
If and gave It to the representatives of the press

for publication.
Jtandlag the Pwblle Debt.

The Senate Committee on Finance held a meeting
this morning and spent a long time discussing the
knost advisable plan 6f proceeding towards the com-
Ipos^tton of a bill for the funding of the public debt.
Several bills are already lying on the table in the
^committee.one of Senator Corbett's, one of Senator
Sherman's and one at Senator Edmunds'. The latter
bontalns some suggestions which the committee are
Disposed to accept, and that of Senator Sherman's,
embracing, as It does, the most elaborate scheme
that has yet been Introduced in reference to the
debt, received a large share of consideration; bat no
Anal action was taken on the question as to what
character of bill would be reported to the Senate.
The committee will bold no meeting to-morrow, as
nearly all of the members are in request at the
meetings of other committees.
The Alleged Alaska Fraud*.The Revelation*

That Mr. Martla Proposes to Make.
1 stated In one of my despatches a few days ago

that Mr. Martin, who professes to know all about the
Alaska bribery business, was In this city and pre¬
pared to give his testimony. 1 repeat the statement
»qw. #e Is here, aujlif tjje Coftimlttee on Public
Expenditures desire to pump him there Is no obsta¬
cle to the gratification of their desire. Martin boasts
that he has some very damaging Information that he
can furnish the committee, and declares that he de¬
rived his knowledge of the business from a certain
gentleman formerly connected with the State
Department, whose duties sometimes required
him la translate document* from foreign lan¬
guages into Kagltah. This gentleman, it Is al¬

leged, had opportunities of perasing records and
papers in the department not accessible to every¬
body, and being an observing man, capable of put¬
ting stray facts In Juxtaposition and finding results,
his suspicions were awakened In relation to the
Alaska job, and his curiosity led him to a private
Investigation. The chain of evidence be thus formed
he considers highly satisfactory, and when he had
what he considered undoubted evidenoe of the
transactions referred to he called on the Secretary
of State and warned him of the conse-

qaenccH of an exposure and had lus Information
pqoh-pooned bjr that Illustrious diplomat. Not long
.iter, however, the gentleman was offered a secret
mission to Mexico to ascertain for our government
what llnd of a government the people of Mexico
desired. I give the above and what follows without
pretending to state that It Is even probably true, but
Blmply as the statement of a man who represents
that he knows what he Is about, and as something
for the Investigating committee to work upon. Ao
cording to Martin's statement, which Is at least
worthy of being sifted, while the Alaska
treaty was being negotiated, Seward ex¬

pressed to Baron Stoeckl doubts as to
the chances of getting the matter through
Congress and advised the latter to do something to
oil the wheels of legislative machinery. In arranging
the prtoe to bs paid for the Territory the means wero
provided wherewith to furnish the oil. Tliad
Stevens was the man selected to put the matter
through, and It Is alleged the Imperial agent visited
the Great Commoner, and In Ills blandest manner
laid the matter open, assuring him that a half mil¬
lion of dollars would be regarded as a mere baga¬
telle If bis influence could be secured. The good old
man refused any recompense, but put his shoulder to
the wheel with a will. A distinguished Eastern mem¬
ber was found to take charge of the matter, and a bill
was prepared. At this stage of the game another East¬
ern member, who has a reputation for smelling good
things, scented the game. He had a small claim on
the Kusaian government that he was prosecuting lor
.n Eastern Arm who furnished the Russian bear
with Are arms amounting to $soo,ooo. He at once
¦aw the first Eastern member and let him know that
he was fnlly posted. Numbers one and two then pat
their heads together and settled that number two
abould Introduce a resolution to make the deduction
from the Alaska purchase money In favor of his clients
bat should subside when number one raised a certain
point of order. Well, the appropriation was Anally
made, and the following are represented as some of
the Items of expenditure:.To an ex-publlc printer,
#6,000; to a near relative of the Great Commoner,
#40,000; to an ex-Commlsaloner of Pensions, |lo,ooo;
to the Washington corespondent of a New York
radical morning paper, $*,ooo; to a Washington
correspondent, who la on the Hat as belonging to
the Herald, but who le known to he attached
to a Cincinnati paper, $10,000; to a conser¬
vative morning paper in Baltimore, $20,000;
to the Washington special . correspondent of
the same paper, $6,000; to a Chicago democratic
morning paper, $A,000; to a representative of the
Jones family, |10,000; to an Eastern Senator who bad
Influence with . prominent Journal, $20,000; and the
Eastern member before alluded to as No. 1,1260,000;
to Eastern member No. 2, 1160,000. The diplomatic
chief fell heir to $200,000, and the great king of the
Mew York lobby, who had the general management
.f the Job, received the modeet little sum of $600,000.
Martin pretends that there la svldenoe ready for
the committee to show that on acquaintance who
chanced to call on Baron Stoeckl aeon after the
appropriation was made saw lying on the Minister's
desk n draft for $6,000,000, which the Baron handed
him to look at The gentleman asked what It was for,
and was told that It was tba payment for Alaska.
..But this," said he, "Is only for $6,000,000. I thought
the United Stotee were to pay $7,100,000." The
Baron answered:."No, air; that la all we asked tor
the Territory. You Yankees got all the rest." There
is also proof that Mr. Sowatti received from Boeton.
.bout the 4th or October, a letter of which the fol¬
lowing in a copy:.
Mr Duar Sin.It appears that some one connected

with the Kusaian legation has t>een retting tales out
of school and I am threatened with blackmailing. I
thought at flrst to suhmli to the exigency If it was
not drawn too strong, ax In theao matters the least
talk the bettor. I thought, however, to apprise you
of the fact. What do yon adviser
This letter borw the signature of an Eastern mem-

..of Congress. ftvmcmJUfitfrthe
chief la an envelope and mMrefiaed to Mr. Bodtaco,
of toe Russian Legation, together wlto a note, ask¬
ing "What does this mean?" mis Is a brfet auih-
murv of what Martin expresses himself willing to
communicate. It seems an extravagant story
throughout.
The Reasiu Mlastsa.Collector Smythe's

Chaaeee Ieyrarlai.
A paper signed by a large number of the moat

prominent merchants of New York, urging the con¬
firmation of Collector Smyths tor the Hussion Mis¬
sion, was received by Senator Pomeroy to day. The
paper is highly complimentary to Mr. Smyhte, and
has changed some votes In his favor. The latest can¬
vass gives about forty-one votes in his favor.

The Niagara Ship Canal.
A large portion of the House session to-day was

consumed in toe discussion of toe Nlsgpra ship «"»*'
project This is Van Horn'a pet scheme, which he
has nursed carefully until the present time, in the
hope that some way or other be woald find a chance
to slip it through as a healthy child by of
nice clothes and good feeding. The little infant, bow-
ever, was made to aaueal considerably to-day under
the severe treatment of Or. Humphrey, who pulled
off Its pretty dressings and submitted it to an exam¬
ination of the naked truth. Van Horn had a very
long and very well constructed treatise all prepared,
and he delivered the whole of it, wlto only two or
three attentive listeners, however, including Hum¬
phrey, of Buffalo, and Judge Churchill, who is a
sort of godfather to the scUome. When Van Horn
concluded he was congratulated by Churchill and
wiped the perspiration from his brow. Humphrey
followed. He had no speech prepared, but spoke
with an energy and directness that sooncommanded
ths undivided attention of the House. He made
quite a sensation, and woke up all the advocates of
the scheme, who vainly tried by Interruptions
and dilatory questioning to throw him off the
track. But be was too full of toe subject to be em¬
barrassed by such small trickery; and every inter¬
ruption only seemed to bring him out more clearly
and pointedly. As the subject to likely to occupy
the attention of Congress for a few days, and is of
interest to New Yorkers, It is well to state what the
bill provides for. The principal provisions of the
measure are found in the first section, as follows:.
That a ship canal be constructed, as a military

work for the use or the government of tho (Jmted
States, around the falls of Niagara, In toe state of
New York, commencing at some convenient
point on the Niagara river, above the falls,
and terminating at some convenidnt poinl
below upon tue same stream, or upon the
shore of Lake Ontario, wliloh shall not be less than
one hundred and twenty-five feet wide on the sur¬
face and ninety feet on the bottom In earth cutting.
ovist nni Inuamnn »,..».i .» v A u_

°face and ninety feet on the bottom in earth cutting,
and not lesswan one hundred feet wide in rock cut¬
ting with vertical sides, with not less than fourteen
feet in depth of water, with looks not less than two
uuudred and seventy-five feet long and forty-six
feet wide, or with inclined planes of dimensions suf¬
ficient to safely and expeditiously carry vessels of
not less than twelve hundred tons burden; and for
that purpose the President of the United states
shall have power and authority, by engineers
and agents employed by him, to enter upon
1WJtSS* .b'Bhways, railroads and streams
of water, for the purpose of making toe
necessary preliminary examinations and surveys,
and to enter upon and appropriate to the use of the
united states, for toe purpose aforesaid, any lands,
highways, railroads and streams of water for the
construction of such canal, wlto such dams, guard,
gates, wsstewelra. locks, inclined planesT look
houses, basins, bridgss, toil houses and other erec-, -.--awq vwii swaava vvuu CIW

ons and fixtures as may be necessary for the safe
and convenient navigation of the said canal and its
preservation and toe preservation of the works con¬
nected therewith and toe proper use and discharge
of the surplus and waste waters thereof.
The last section provides that the sum of $12,000,000,

or so much thereof as may be necessary, be appro¬
priated to carry into effect toe provisions of this act
out of any moneys In the Treasury of the United
States not otherwise appropriated; provided, that
toe moneys hereby appropriated shall remain and
be at the disposal of toe Secretary of War, and sub¬
ject to his control for the purposes named in this act
until toe work herein provided for is completed, any
law or regulation to toe oontrary notwithstanding.
To this Mr. Humphrey offers a substitute, not

with any hope that it will pass, but in order to
kill off Van Horn's darling scheme. It pn%
vides fof the appropriation of $10,000,000 in
tho bonds oi the United States, payable in
twenty years, and bearing interest at the
rate of six per cent per annum, for toe purpose of
aiding the State of New York in enlarging the water,
way and looks en ths Erw and tiswego canals to a
capacity sufficient to pass vessel* at least thirty feet
in width and two hundred and fifty feet in length
from the Hudson river into Lake Brie and Lake On¬
tario, with snch additional new locks, feeders and
alterations of the channel of said canals as may be
necessary for that purpose.
Recoaatrnetloo In Mlasdarippl and Georgia.
General Glllem's testimony before the Beconstruc-

tlon Committee to-day did not develop any new
fact* concerning the manner in which the Missis¬
sippi election was conducted nor the present
condition of affairs In that State. He had
little else to say but what was contained
in his report to General Grant. In answer to ques¬
tions proposed by the members of the committee he
said he had taken every precaution to have the elec¬
tion conducted fairly and to prevent Intimidation
upon the part of the white employers towards their
black employes. He Issued circulars of Instruction
to the various sheriffs throughout the State, but It Is
his impression that the sheriffs were hostile to the
Bcconstructlon acts and did not carry out their In¬
structions.

_
From all that he was able to learn he

thinks there was considerable Intimidation used in
different parts of the State towards the blacks, and
that on this account many of them did not
vote. General Glilem Is to appear again before the
committee, when he will be examined touching the
disturbances alleged to have occurred In the seven
counties of the State where the enemies o! the State
constitution were In the majority. The Reconstruc¬
tion Committee will probably make a report to the
House In a week or ten days on the result of this in¬
vestigation Into tne condition of Georgia and Missis¬
sippi. The committee is by no means agreed among
themselves as to what should be done. Home of
them, and among the number Mr. Gingham, the
chairman, are opposed to a new reconstruction of
Georgia, believing that the testimony does not war¬
rant such a course and that her Stale constitution Is
thoroughly republican In form and spirit Those
who listen to the stories of the Bullock faction go
for a reconstruction. The number of these is be¬
lieved to be small, because since the Investigation
was commenced It has become apparent that the
object of these men Is to have a new deal of offices.
so as to seenre good ones for themselves and tbelr
friends and to get a chance to have revenge upon
political enemies. With regard to Mississippi It
Is thought I hat the best wav is to throw
out the votes of the seven counties where
the disturbances took place and where,
It Is alleged, intimidation and threats were used to
such an extent as to prevent the negroes from vot¬
ing. Wltn these counties thrown out there would
be a clear majority In the State for the constitution
submitted to the people by tho Convention. The
testimony before the committee Indicates that a clear
majority of the voters of Mississippi are In favor of
this constitution. It la the opinion of some mem¬
bers of the committee that if the constitution were
approved by Congress and the Htate government set
In motion law and order would be respected and
peace and prosperity restored.

The Central Paelflr Railroad.
The President of the United States has accepted the

report of the Government commissioner upon an
additional section of twenty miles of the Central
PactOc Railroad and telegraph line terminating at
the 47oth mile post east of Bacramentn and has dl-
rected the bond* to be Issued to the company as re-
quired by law.

The Colored HsIHae Convention.
In the Colored National Suffrage Convention to¬

day Professor Vashon, chairman of tho Committee
en Credentials, reported the following from Alle¬
ghany City, Pa.:.Rev. A. Cols, 8. A, Neale, B. P.
Pulpuso, Rev. J. W. Dcvine, Miss Harriet C. Johnson
and William Peterson. Fields Cook, of Virginia, ob¬
jected to admitting women to a colored men's con¬
vention. Dr. J. H. Brown was in flavor of admitting
women in this progressive era, and said the women
would yet have a vote. Rev. Mr. Garnett Insisted
that the question should be settled Imme¬
diately. The chair called him to order,
when Dr. Garnett remaed to take his seat,
and I he Chair proceeded to announce the
committees, but was frequently Interrupted. Mr.
Mabson, of North Carollpa, Insisted that none but
inen should be admitted, and moved that the report
be adopted leaving out the names of the ladles. Dr.
Brown, of Maryland, moved to lay the motion on tlie
tsble. Mr. , of Pennsylvania, agreed with

. .. ..jMTj Miihoil fife Chair suggested that a
Vtasau'a cooventton was about to ha held.
After Same farther debate the report waa

adopted. J. B. Murray offered a resolution en¬

dorsing the National Eqnai Rights' League and pro¬
viding that the delegates organise each a league.
William Rich, of Troy, N. Y., and Edward V. Clark,
of Virginia, were placed on the roll and E. M. Davis
was elected an honorary member. Mr. Bowens, of
Pennsylvania, offered a resolution that U.T. Downing,
John F. Cook. George B. Vashon and Carter A.
Stewart be appointed a committee to go before Con¬
gress. It was agreed to. Mr. A. M. Powell, editor
of the Anti-Simerv standard, then addreaded the
Convention.
The Csamcaliaeal Chenh Controversy,
The mutual council of the Congregational Church

has passed a resolution declaring they bad power
to inquire Into all the transactions of the church
they saw proper to Investigate. General Howard
¦aid that the disaffected memoers were desirous to
have the controversy cease, and If the decision was
that he waa the disturbing element then he would
leave, and if they would And another disturbing
element then that party, too, should lose his mem¬

bership. He denied that they wished the pastor to
be dlssmlssed, but simply to put an end to the con¬
troversy, and then read a letter agreeing to sub¬
mit ail

v
the questions to the oounctl and

abide by* the declMon. The' committee ap¬
pointed to confer with the pastor and the commit¬
tee of the church, reported that the church and
pastor desired and agreed that all matters should be
considered which the church or any member should
present, and that the oounctl should, of course, be
free to express its opinions upon all the affitirs and
relations of the church. Dr. Boynton said there bad
been a misapprehension of his position In the sup¬
position that he desired to prevent investigation in
certain directions. .>n the contrary, he desired and
wished to insist upon the fullest possible Investiga¬
tion of all matters concerning all the affairs of the
chnrch. By a vote of the council the chnrch and
pastor were requested to proceed with such pre¬
sentation of the case as they deemed proper. The
ohnrch then, through the pastor, presented various
questions for the consideration of the council, It Is
probable that It will continue In session several
days.
Superintendents ef Exports and Drawbacks.
The Secretary of the Treasury to-day sent a reply to

the House resolution Inquiring why be had postponed
the time for the discontinuing of the office of Super¬
intendent of Exports and Drawbacks at the ports of
New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Raltiroore after
September, 1808. He says the question of
discontinuing these offices was purely practical
In Its character, vis., as to whether it would be
better to conduct the business for a definite time in
its old channel, with experienced officers in charge
for the sole purpose of closing It up, or to place the
unfinished oases in the hands of the collectors of ex¬

ports, to whom the business must necessarily be
new, and which would, doubtless, require a good
portion of their time to organise and become la¬
minar with Its operations. Under this state of fecta
and for this reason he determined to postpone the
day for the abolition of this office, and accordingly
extended the time. '

Meeting of Senate Committee*.
The Senate Committees on Public Lands and Con¬

tingent Expenses meet to-morrow for the first time.
There is a great deal of business before
the former committee, and as retrenchment
and economy appear to be the order of
the day in Congress It is hoped some of these
schemes for plundering the public domain will re*
ceive a little attention. The Senate Committee on
Post Offices and Post Roads had a meeting this
morning on the subject of nominations which have
been for some time before them. They agreed to re¬

port favorably on the nomination of a postmaster
named Hamilton, for Memphis, Tenn. Senator
Ramsey, the chairman, being absent in Minnesota,
no other matters received consideration.
The Elver and Harbor Appropriation BUI.
The Senate Committee on Commerce had a meet¬

ing to-day, at which the bill, passed by the House at
the last session, malting appropriations for the Im¬
provements of rivers and. harbors, was discussed.
They decided to amend it by striking oat all appro¬
priations except those recommended by the Secre¬
tary of War, and to reduce the amount appropriated
by the last Congress for the Improvement of rivers
and harbors $1,800,ooo. By retaining only the appro¬
priations recommended by tLe Secretary of War the
sum total of the bill will be largely reduced.

Prelection of the Alaska Far Interests.
There are two bills before the House Committee on

Commerce relating to the protection from discrimi¬
nate destination of the seal rur bearing animals of
Alaska. One of them was Introduced by Mr. Cole In
the Senate, and the other by Mr. EUot in the House.
The committee had a meeting to-day, at which both
bills were considered. It la probable that the two
bills will be merged in one, which will embody the
best features of both, and In this shape will be re¬
ported to the House.

Interview with the President.
The delegates to the National Bricklayers' Union,

now in session in this city were Introduced to the I "res¬
ident this afternoon. Hon. Samuel Cary performed the
ceremony of Introduction In a few pertinent remarks.
The President In response expressed himself pleased
at the compliment of their visit, and said, without
making a speech, he would simply refer to his record
for an illustration of his respect for labor and indus¬
trial Interests. The delegates were then individually
introduced to Mr. Johnson.

The Claim of .111m Murphy, of Alabama.
Further discussion of the Sue Murphy case will

cease to-morrow and a motion will be adopted re¬

committing the subject to the Claims Committee,
from which It Is understood It will be reported for
passage, gunrded by such provisions as will Insure
It froiu being made a precedent for payment of the
ten thou-m id other claims which the Senate Is so ap¬
prehensive might be I to follow.

KeluibnioUut Army Contractor.
The senate Committee on Claims had a meeting this

morning and discussed a bill long ago introduced by
Senator Foster to reimburse a New Jersey con¬
tractor for army cloth which he furnished the gov¬
ernment towards the end of the war, but which
happened not to be wanted, and was thrown back
on his hands, which necessitated his selling It at a
considerable sacrlilce. The committee did nothing
In the matter.

The Boatred Investigation.
The Bnsteed Investigation wus contlnned to-day

before only one member of the Jndiclary Committee.
Mr. Kldridge. Samuel F. Rice, of Montgomery,
Ala., was examined at length. His cross-examina¬
tion was conducted by Judge Busteed, and some
facts rather damaging to the prosecution were
elicited.

Nominations Heat to the Heaate.
The President sent to the Senate to-day the follow¬

ing nominations:.
Perry Fuller to be collector of customs for the dis¬

trict of New Orleans; E. A. Palfrey to be collector of
customs for the district or Salem and Beverly, Mass :
Thomas B. Florence to be assessor of internal reve-
nus for the Hecond.dlstrict of Pennsylvania; John J.
Detrleh to be collector of Internal revenue for the
Twelfth district of Illinois; Nathaniel P. Langfonl,
of Montana, to.be Governor of Montana; John Sav¬
age, of New York, to be Consul at Leeds.

Military Orders.
Brevet Brigadier ueneral J. D. Bingham, chief of

the quartermaster's department of the takes, has
been ordered to make an inspection of the affairs or
the quartermaster's department in the Firth Military
district. .

Hpoclal Committee on Masses.
The following gentlemen constitute the special

committee on ordnance i-^JIenators Howard, Cam¬
eron and Drake; Representatives Logan, Butler,
of Massachusetts, and Schenck.

Diotrlbatleo et Navy Prises.
The prises Nlta and James Battle, captured by the

United States steamer De Soto, and the prise Adela,
captured by the United States steamers Quaker City
and Rutavtlle, are now in the office of the Fourth
Auditor of the Treasury for distribution, and will be
ready for payment in a few deya

Foreign Telegimph Cables.
The bill prohibiting the lending of telegraph cables

along the ooaet of the United states was also con¬
sidered by the committee, and it was agreed to refer
It to the Attorney General for his opinion on the
subject.

The Virginia Conference Committee.
The Virginia Conference Committee had A pleasant

and satisfactory Interview with General Grant and
Secretar> Nchnficld to-dav. Tl»«v also bad an inter-

vRw with some of tbe leading Senators and Repra-
NMtfH

n>m.*¦ laiinai bid.
If the chance praeeute ltaeif to-morrow Senator

Whyte, of Maryland, will deliver an elaborate argu¬
ment on the unooMt nationality of the Railroad bill
Introduced by Senator Sherman.

The Duty on Steel and Iron.
The Waye and Means Committee con Timed their

entire session to-day In discussing the rate of duty
to be fixed on Iron and steel, but no conclusion was
reached.

The Funeral «f Congressman Finney.
The select committee of the House appointed to

meet the remains of the late Darwin A. Finney, of
Pennsylvania, at Kew York, and escort them to his
late residence left for New York to-night.

Ex-Governor Buckingham, of Connecticut, suc¬
cessor to Senator Dixon, was on the floor of the Sen¬
ate for a short time to-day taking a survey of com¬
fortable quarters where he will soon be Installed.

Cant urns Receipts.
The receipts of customs from January 1 to the oth

Instant were:.
Boston $321,423

New York 2,360,380
Philadelphia 102,«»4
Baltimore 240.780

Total $2,921,283
Supreme Court.

In the Supreme Court to-day the following cases
were signed:.
No. 42- The steamship Georgia vs. the United

States. Argument concluded.
No. 43. The Pacific Insurance Company vs. Sonle,

Collector, Ac., a certificate of division from the Cir¬
cuit Court of California; an action to recover an
excess of Income tax paid by the company under
protest on a return made In coin, they claiming that
It should not be reduced to its equivalent in cur¬
rency. Argument commenced.

THE FORTIETH CONGRESS.
Third Semion.

SENATE.
Washington, Jan. 14, 1809.

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS PRESENTED.
Mr. Wilson, (rep.) of Mass., presented the memo¬

rial of the Equal Rights Association for a constitu¬
tional amendment giving equal suffrage.
Mr. Conkling, (rep.) of N. Y., presented the me¬

morial of Peter Cooper, President of the New York
and Newfoundland Telegraph Company, asking to
he allowed to land their cable on the shores of the
United States.
Mr. Harlan, (rap.) of Iowa, presented the memo¬

rial of certain capitalists of Prairie du Chlen pray¬
ing for the Improvement of the Mississippi river at
that point and setting forth the great importance of
such improvement. Referred to the Committee on
Commerce.
Mr. Anthony, (rap.) of R. L, presented the peti¬

tion of Lucretia Mott, Ernestine L. Rose and other
officers of the American Equal Rights Association
praying for a constitutional amendment giving to
women the right of suffrage on equal terms with
men. Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

MEMORIAL OP COMMODORE MEADE.
Mr. Grimes, (rap.) of Iowa, from the Committee

on Naval Affairs, reported adversely on the memo¬
rial of Commodore it. W. Meade, asking to be re¬
stored to the active list, and moved Its Indefinite
postponement, which was ordered.

THE CASE OP THE SCHOONER SYBIL.
Mr. Sumner, (rep.) of Mass., from the Committee

on Foreign Relations, reported a bill to carry Into
effect tae decree of the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New York In the case of
the English schooner Sybil and her cargo.

PENSION FOR MRS. LINCOLN.
bill forMr. Morton, (rap.) of Ind., introduced a bill foi

the relief of Mair Lincoln, widow of Abraham Lin¬
coln, late President of the United States, as fol¬
lows:.
Whereas lbs late President of the United States, Abraham

Lincoln, while acting President of tbe United States and Com¬
mander In-Chief of the Army of the United States, was
killed In the war of tbe rebellion by the enemies of the United
Slates; and whereas his widow, Mrs. Mary Lincoln, Is en¬
titled to a pension upon the same principles and for the like
reason with the widow of any other oflfclnl who fall In the
wir; therefore,
Be it enacted. That the said Mary Lincoln, widow of Abra¬

ham Lincoln, shall receive a pension of dollais, to be
computed from the day of the death ot her husband, Abra¬
ham Lincoln, late President of the Lnlted States.
Mr. Bcknbb suggested that the bisnx tie filled up

inwith the words -five thousand dollars per annum"
and that the at -ate consider the bill Immediately.
Mr. con k lino thought It had better lie over.
Mr. Sherman, (rep.) of Ohio, moved to refer It to

the Committee on Pensions, and it was so referred.
LANDING OP PORK ION TKI.EGBAPH CABLES.

Mr. Doolittle, (deml) of Wis., offered the follow¬
ing joint resolution:.
Whereat cable companies organized under the authority ef

1 to land *the United States propose to land cables on the shores of
foreign Powers, and whereas also cable companies organised
under the laws of foreign Powers propose to land cables on
the shores of the United States, and the consent of those
Powers and the United States Is necessary, therefore
Resolved,)That the President be authorized to consent to the

laying of one or more telegraph cables from the shores of any
foreign Power to the shores of the United states,by any com¬
pany authorize under the authority of any foreign Power;
provided said Power will also consent to the laying of cables
from the United States to the shores of such Powers on recip¬
rocal terms; and provided further, till all such Powers give
such consent the consent of the United States Is withheld,
and the laying of such cables by the authority of any foreign
Power Is declared to be unlawful.
Referred to toe Committee on Foreign Relations.
AMENDMENT TO THE TENURE OP OFFICE ACT.

Mr. Wilson Introduced a bill to amend the act of
March 2, l<ui7, regulating the tenure of certain civil
officers, which was referred to the Joint Committee
on Retrenchment.

It provides that all persons holding, or who shall
hereafter hold, civil offices to which they have been
appointed by and with the consent of (he Senate,
except the Secretaries of Slate, Treasury, War,
Navy, and Interior, the Postmaster General and
Attorney General and others that may hereafter be
made Cabinet officers, shall be eatltled to hold such
offices until a successor shall have been lu like man¬
ner appointed and duly qualified, except as other¬
wise provided for In this bill. .

Section two provides that daring a recess of
the Senate the President shall have authority to
suspend any officer so appointed, except the Judge
of the Supreme Court, and to make an rut interim
appointment uutll the next meeting of the
senate, and until the case shall be acted
upon and determined by that body. The suspen¬
sion must be reported to the Seuate within twenty
days after the meeting. In case or its concurrence
the suspension may be mode a removal; hut If the
Senate do not so concur the suspended officer shall
resume the functions of his office, but sha I not re¬
ceive pay for the time during which he was sus¬
pended. The President may, however, at any tliuo
before reporting such suspension to tne Senate, re¬
voke It or reinstate the suspended officer In the per¬
formance of Ins duties.
section three repeals the first two sections of the

act of March % 1S67, above referred to.
MOUTUWESTERN PACIFIC HAll.ltOAl).

Mr. Kellooo, (rep.) of La., Introduced a mil to aid
in the construction of a Southwestern railroad and
telegraph line to the Pacific ocean, with Its branches
and connections, which was referred to the t'oui-
mtueeon Pacific K&Uroads.

It Incorporates a company ander the name or the
Southwestern Pacific Railroad Company, with a
capital stock of $100,000,000, to contract and main¬
tain a railroad and telegraph line from Fulton, Ark.,
cr ssing the Trinity river between the thirty-second
and thirty-third parallels, to Kl Paso, on the Rio
Grande; thence through New Mexico and Arizona to
a point on the Rio Colorado, near the southeastern
boundary of California, and thcuce to San Francisco,
with branches rrom the crossing of Trinity river to a
railroad running from Louisiana through Marshal
county, Texaa, and from some point in California to
St. Diego. In aid of the enterprise the bill proposes
10 grant twenty sections per mile on each side of the
line, and six per cent thirty year bonds of the gov¬
ernment to the amount of $20,000 per mile In New
Mexico and Arizona, and $10,000 per mile for the
real or the line, to be secured by a second mortgage.
ENFORCEM1NT OP THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT.
Mr. Sumner introduced a bill to enforce certain

provisions of the fourteenth amendment of the con¬
stitution of the United states, which, he said, had
become necessary In consequence of certain persons
in Kentucky, disqualified by the fourteenth amend¬
ment, having undertaken to exercise official func¬
tions. He nnderstood that other persons In Virginia,
disqualified in a Hke manner, had done the same
thing, and therefore, contrary to his expectation at
the Ume of the adoption of the amendment, it would
not execute Itself, but most be enforced by appro¬
priate legislation.

TUB CANADIAN RSCIPROCITT TREATT.
On motion of Mr. Morrill, (rep.) of Vt., the

Senate then took np the resolution of the legislature
of Vermont, presented by him some days since,
which was read, as follows
Resolved, That, having an Intelligent regard for the heal

Interna* of Vmaoat, H It the duty or our Senator* and
Rrpre**ntative* in Ooagrea* 10 nae their Induenoe against
the comiimmatlon of aay treaty relating to the reciprocity of
trade with the Dominion of Canada, and to la*l*t that the
¦uhject of our trade and personal intercourse with Canada,
aa well a* with an other foreign countries, I* not a preper
matter of treaty stipulation, but belong* to Ooiijrw*, aad
should be wnelygegulated by a ludhnouitartg.

Mr. Morrill said:.The resolution* of the legis¬
lature of the Stat* of Vermont, 1 believe, only ex¬
press the opinions of some of the ripest statesman
of the country in times past, and the present senti¬
ment* of the agriculturists of nearly the entire na¬
tion. 1 have sought the opportunity to submit some
remarks upon the reference of these resolution* lor
the same reason that most likely induced the action
ol the legislature of Vermont, because of a dispo¬
sition manifested In some quarters.I hope It may
be limited.to revive an unfortunate example In our
history of negotiating more of that class or trestles,
whereby our foreign trade Is to be regulated by
treaty instead of being regulated by the usual and
accustomed laws of Congress.believing, as I do,
that such treaties are contrary to the practice 01
the government, contrary to the consi itutlon and
contrary to the Interests of the whole country.'

arsuiAi. treaties impolitic.
The exclusive policy so long 111 tin atne.i by the

British government tad other nations relative to
trade with their colonies having now been greatly
mocitied, though not wholly abandoned, end the pott-
CJ of granting equal favors to all nation* with whom
commercial intercourse Is maintained having be-
oome almost universal among civilized nations,
there Is no longer inducement to seek by treaties
special favors or to attempt to overreach leas enter¬
prising nations by the arts of diplomacy. Secret
treaties or partial treaties flud little favor, and what¬
ever is granted to one party Is tiractlcailv open at
once to all others willing to accept of like terms. If
Knvland negotiates a treaty with China It Is at once

duplicated with the United States. If the United
states make a treaty with japan equal favors are
promptly obtained by England and other nations,
it Is even reckoned, If not discreditable, somewhat
beneath the dignity of Independent nations to grasp
at any exclusive privileges bv means ortreaties,
and a sure mark of Imbecility for any nation to
grant them, it has also been growing mora and
more politically unsafe to hamper the trade of colo¬
nies with such badges of Inferiority as make them
tributary and subservient to the imperial selflah-
ness of the mother country ever sinoe the successful
resistance of the United States to the policy
of taxation without representation attempted
by George in. Lawa made In the islands
of the North sea to operate upon contlnenta
In the Indian ocean will at some time become obso¬
lete. Such favors aa promote national interests, en¬
lightened by the liberal policy of the age, are made
by general statute laws, not npon tne application of
suppliants, and are applied universally; butauch
favors as cannot be open to so wide an application
are entirely withheld from any narrower or more
exclusive Held of operations. Once these favors,
secret and precious, were the bribes of offensive and
defensive alliances; but such alliances have proved
odious. If not unprofitable, to all mankind. Once
they were terms extended or withheld by victors to
or from the vanquished. But now it moBt be either
a nation conscious of Its weakness and desirous of
leaning upon a stronger and more opulent Power for
support, or one sadly lacking spirit to
stand towards all the world In the attitude of erect
and broad independence, which can stoop even to
those exceptional arrangements called reciprocity
treaties, although they are tn point of fact onfy re¬
ciprocal in words, and uever reciprocal in effects.
The confutation or opinions is always unwelcome,
and mora so when calling for a seeming renuncia¬
tion or power; and I shall ask of Senators, not that
they shall accept or my positions, but that they will
calmly examlue tne questions presented for them¬
selves. If theie are Senators who hold opinions at
variance with mine, as is not unlikely, 1 ain con¬
scious how feeble any effort of mine must be to effect
a change, and I shall lament my own deficiencies
rather than suspect the strength of the positions
attempted to be maintained.

LEGISLATION NOT TO BK DONE BY TREATY.
Specific powers must always be construed to limit

general powers- All legislative power, and es-
pccialy the power to regulate commerce, having
beeu delegated to Congress, the treaty-making power
is thereby limited and restrained. 1 think it may be
as8uiu"d in the outset as a sound axiom under the
constitution of the United States, that subjects pro¬
per for legislation are not proper for treaties. Man-
uiactures, trade and agriculture are constant and fit
subjects of legislation and cannot be claimed by the
treaty-making Dower. Reciprocal treaties always
Interfere with trade, manufactures and agriculture,
and are therefore unwarranted. Such treaties are
comparatively novel, and certainly they were un¬
precedented at the time of the adoption of our con¬
stitution. Therefore, even if they did not militate
against the special privileges of congress or of the
Bouse of Represenatatlves, not having been origi¬
nally contemplated, they cannot have been author¬
ized, and what was not authorized must be outside
of the limits of the constitution. Treaties were in¬
tended to embrace foreign objects beyond the reach
or ordinary legislation.objects requiring the assent
of some foreign Power.and it is a manifest absurd¬
ity to claim that tariffs may be made by treaty, yet
tarifls. must be the chief staple of all reciprocity
treaties. I shall first speak of the want of authority
to make such treaties, and, second, of their worth¬
less character when made.
EXECUTIVE POWER OUGHT NOT TO BE INCREASED.
The President of the United States is required

mainly to see that such laws as are in force are
faithfully executed, not to make laws by himself
alone nor by himself and the Senate. This Is the
broadest field of his operations. He may recommend
measures, but if Congress does not enact them they
do not become laws any more than the recommenda¬
tions of any private citizen. Treaties under mon¬
archies are royal prerogatives, and are made by the
executive alone. Under our style of government,
treaties being laws when made affecting the whole
people, and which they must obey, they are not con¬
fided alone to executive discretion. Jealousy of
Executive power is the theory of earnest republicans
the world over. By the constitution of tne late
French republic, overturned by the biographer of
cesar ana present ruler of France, the Executive
was authorized to negotiate and ratify treaties, but
no treaty was to be definite until after it had beeu
approved by the National Assembly; and it was also
provided that amnesties should only be granted by
an express law. The President of the United States
may initiate treaties, bat until they receive the con¬
stitutional sanction of the Senate they are of no

, or both houses,
must participate

carrying them Into effect, and with¬
out the approval of two-thirds of the Senate no
treaty can be made. It Is evident the rramers of our
oouHtltuiion regarded tbe treaty-making power with
extreme jealousy and had no Intention to amplify
it. Presidents, as well an monarch*, however, are
not only great sticklers for their legitimate powers,
but rarely fall to struggle both overtly and covertly
for the extension of executive prerogatives. It may
be a matter of indifference to tlie benate per so
whether certain matters are to be considered by
them tn a legislative or an executive session, as In
either case their voice will tie potential; but as con¬
servators of a free government, as a branch of that
government protected by the longest term of ser¬
vice, It should scrupulously guard the rights and
privileges of the most numerous and popular brauch
of the government. The senate can have no Inter¬
est In transferring power from the Honseof Represen¬
tatives to tbe hands of tbe President. The theory sf
a republican form of government Is that power is
safe in the hands of many and dangerous in the bands
of one. The exclusive power of the House to origi¬
nate revenue bills is one of the most explicit In the
constitution, and it was intended to be so hedged
that no plausible pretext could be suggested b>
which It could be Invaded or supplanted. This soie
power being confided to the House, It must not be
exercised elsewhere, nor can It rightfully be sub¬
verted. It should remain In Its entirety. Even to
allow any other branch to consider and amend reve¬
nue bills was reluctantly conceded by the rramers of
the constitution. A treaty regulating custom du¬
ties. the main source of revenue heretofore and des¬
tined to be hereafter, trenches upon a cardinal
principle of popular governments.the right of tnt?
immediate representatives of tne people to control
the purse of the nation. It is obvious that a very
limited multiplication of such treaties would soon
absorb tbe wbolu power to originate revenue bills,
so far as they concern the levying of duties upon the
importation of foreign goods, and nothing then would
be left to Congress except the mere husks of a tariff
and excises and direct taxes.

ritiVII.KMKK OP fllB HOUSE.
It hu been faintly argued that such reciprocal

treaties would Willi leave to the House of Representa¬
tives the privilege of originating revenue bill* at Its
pleasure; hut tula does not rise to the dignity of a
respectable sophism. It does not even wear the ap¬
pearance of candor. It Is a mockery- Whatever
prior or subsequent legislative enactments there
may be, a treaty, being according to Executive in¬
terpretation always the supreme law of the land,
overrides them; and wherever such enactments
come In conflict with a treaty they are practical nul¬
lities, as has lieen proved, and will be so long as the
Executive Is the sole arbiter or the question. The
House may fling its net for revenue and toil all
nlgliL but they will eaten nothing. When the reve¬
nue lias been sequestered by force of treaty stipula¬
tions for the benefit of foreigners the House will And
Itself In the old attitude of being forced to make
brick without straw. The pretence that such a treat?
is not an invasion of the rights of the House. It secuis
to me, adds to the Injury a contempt for the intelli¬
gence ami sensibility of that body. Mr. Morrill spoke
at length on the subject, holding that the privileges
or the House were inlringed upon by treaties of this
kind.

I-STITt'DK OP THB FOWRK CX.AIMD.
If such an Innovation of the rights of the House

or of the rights of Congress be allowed to go unchal¬
lenged there is tittle else in the way of legislation
thai may not be done by treaty. Why may not the
right of suffrage be regulated bv reciprocal treaties f
Why not so fix the price of our public lands r Why
may noi internal Improvements, canals and rail¬
roads be secured on the International reciprocity
plant Why not have reciprocity In fortification
treaties 1 Why not thus regulate the rates of poet-
age I Why not .re-establish slavery by a reciprocal
treaty with Brasil or the King of Dahomey r Why
not nave reciprocal naturalization treaties! Why
may not Mew England be thus pat oat In the cold or
the State of Michigan be alienated by treaty with the
Canadian dominion» Why not borrow money or
resume specie payment by virtue of a reciprocity
treaty f These interrogatories give some Indication
of the possible scope of the powers claimed and the
easy manner in which power may slide into the
hands of the flaw, and, without changing the form
of our government, wholly subvert lis popular
character.

nnciraocnr with rn« snrnsH rnomccns.
only ten years after the Zoiivereln treaty bad been

set aside, for the gravest of constitutional reasons,
tho -enate reversed Its position, and the House or
Representatives acquiesced, by making the treaty of
ISM for the benefit of the British colonies of North
America. American statesmen In tne North were
lined off their feet by the wlll-o'-the-wisp of annexa-
tion and m the Houtb by sectional advantage*
This treaty, beyond nil doubt, was mad# to Induce
annexation, but the arguments used to that end,
without regard to the merits or demerits of that
question by Itself, have been buried too deeply by
our eleven years or cruel experience under the treaty
ever to be again resuscitated. That whatever desire
any party in the provisoes may have entertained
prior to the treaty ror Joining the trailed mates was
temporarily crashed eat by the Reciprocity treaty
oaanot be denied. Ami why not! If they had se¬
cured the chief benefits to be derived from annexa¬
tion why should they not shun any ann all of Its
duties and burdens r There wae no inducement left
to go further If the profit and lorn account In all
subsequent stages was to be nearly equally ba¬
lanced. American statesmen vainly anticipated
an ere of good feeling, hoping that oar neighbor*
were, alter all, Imbued with some ndmirarton of
more popular Institutions and with some am
hition to bocoiue an Integral portion of a

great republic; but the rcliellion touched our pro¬
vincial neighbor" with the spear 01 ltbnrlel. toot
they assumed their true shape and boldly holered
their true colore, si r at once ail these prophetic nod
coming guinea vanished hs toe un*u»>«fni'»fs' n- .».«

or naM its'dre one. Our recetit bonlc

friends seemed to be liUed suddenly with eavy ud
uncharltahleoess.

THK FISHKRV yl'BSriO.V.
It may be said that the treaty of 1844 settled an Im¬

portant iiueetion relating to the fisheries. If there Is
any point where American dlpio nacy ought to
btnsb, it is in relation to this eery question of the
fisheries, and the last adjustment was hardly more
wise than the pusiianimous surrender of 181H.
Great Britain conceded, by the provisional treaty of
1782, and reiuih ined word for word in the treaty of
1*83, all the rights we demanded and all that ever
could be of practical utility. The language was most
comprehensive:.
The people of the Tatted States shall eoatlnne is enjoy un-

moleste i the rivhl to uhe fish of every kind on the Grand
Bank, and on ail ether bank* of Newfoundland; also in the
Gulf of St Lawrence, sod stall other placet la the tea where
the inhabitants of both countries uaed at any time heretofore
to fleh; and also that the inhabitants of the U nited States
shell hare liberty to take hah of ev<vy kind on such part of
the coast of Nswfooadland as British fishermen shall use
(hut not to dry or cure the asms on that Islands and also on
the ooasts, bays and amoks of all other of his BrttaaSle
Majesty's dominions In America; and that the American
fishermen shall hare liberty to dry and oure fish in any of
the unsettled bays, barbers ud creeks of Norn Sootln.
Magdalen Islands and Labrador so long as the same shall
remain unsettled; but an toon aa the same or either of thsas
shall be settled, it shall not be lawful for said nahermea to
dry or cure fish at such settlement without a previous asrea-
meat for that purpose with the Inhabitants, proprietors or
possessors of the ground.
Here there wu Uttle or no restriction upon oar

rights. We could fish at sll places in the sea where
the Inhabitants of both countries need theretofore to
fisn, and (except to dry and core Hub on the shores
of Newfoundland) at all places used thereafter by
British fishermen. The rights we possessed In the
fisheries In 1782 were permanent, Inherent and In¬
destructible, and ought no mure to have admitted
question, once acknowledged, tuan our Independence
or our boundaries. War could nut disturb them,
because they were of higher antnority than mere
compacts, and time could not eifaoe them, because
they were ever In use and never abandoned. In peace
or war, lice the title to our own sod, they were un¬
conquerable. After the war of 1813 we made tile
treaty of July 3,1816, and all subjects embraced In
the treaty of 1783, not then questioned, mast have
been understood to be to remain in statu quo ante
helium. It never has been pretended by Great Britain
that any other article in the treaty of 1733 was abro¬
gated by the war of 1812 save that relating to the
fisheries. Somewhat after the British style of doing
things at Copenhagen, a vessei-of-war suddenly
ordered our fishermen, in ibis, to retire twenty
leagues from all the coast of British colonies. It is
hardly to be credited that Great Britain should have
claimed that the war of 1812, so barren
of British laurels, had abrogated rights so
freely acknowledged In the treaties of 1782
and 1783, or that any representatives of the
United States, after a lapse of thlrty-dve years, conld
have yielded to such an unfounded, not to say Im¬
pudent. claim. It should be noticed that when Nova
Scotia was ceded ito Great Britain by the treaty of
Utrecht the French nublecta were thereafter ex¬
cluded from fishing within thirty leagues of the coast,
and this exclusion was renewed in the treaty of
Paris, 1768, by which Spain was also wholly excluded
ded from nshlu ights in the neighborhood of New¬
foundland. Bo it would appear that th se exclusive
claims have within the century past diminished
from thirty leagues to three marine miles from the
coast. But we did not agree In 1818.let
us say It In sackcloth and ash°s.to limit
the boundaries of our fishing grounds and
acknowledge some exclusive rights of the Hudson
Bay Company; and we did agree to renounce for'
ever, "hook and line, bob and smker".on oar own
motion I.any liberty heretofore enjoyed to take, dry
or care fish within three marine miles of any coasts,
bays, creeks or hafbors of his "Britannic Majesty's"
dominions in America. As a general international
rule the exclusion of foreign fishermen within three
miles fTom the shores of any country Is not, per¬
haps, to be complained of; bat from tbese fisheries
never having been so excluded prior to 1818 it was a
strange renunciation on the part of tbe American
negotiators, and cannoi be atoned for with anything
less than the complete restoration of our an¬
cient rights. Among the many treaties made be¬
tween the United States and. Great Britain there
are four of wluch will never be likeiy to increase the
self-esteem of Americans. I mean those of 1784,'
1815,1818 and 1854. The Inclusions and excluaioni
very noticeable In those treatlee show not a lack of
ability upon the part of the American negotiator* of
the three earliest treaties, bat*a lack of weight in/
the cannon known to be behind them. The last
named treaty was negotiated shortly after a gnwt
attempt had been made to bally as Into a sHnllac
compact by sending a considerable fleet of vessels-
of-war to seize by force and stealth, and confls-

lid
~ "

cate, as they did seize and confiscate, hun¬
dreds of the vessels of our hardy fishermen, ror pre¬
tended Infractions of British rights, under a new in¬
terpretation given by them to the ofd treaty of 1818.
This was an affront that should have barred reci¬
procity treaties forever. Peace is eminently our ne¬
cessity. but not more a necessity here than It la to
Great Britain. Is It too mnch to claim that hereafter;
we shall treat and be treated by ber, when we treat
at all, as her equal, and, as to reciprocity, not to treat
at all? No commercial privileges are worth purchas¬
ing. The Interests of nations dictate policies of mu¬
tual benefits, and these will grow. They cannot be
bought with a price. Let us bide oar time.

UIMUTIUII.
We should always remember that an adjoining

people, weaker as a State Uliu ourselves, must not
only be envious of our power, but of our prosperity.
Railroads, so far In advance of wealth pud popula¬
tion i hut their receipts fall short or expenses, must
be a dead weight. That credit which requires the
perpetual prop of an endorser is delusive, (emigra¬
tion that runs away from the soil is a bad advertise¬
ment. That trade where the advantage depends
upon proOtable diplomacy or illicit tramc Is unre¬
liable. and furnishes no base to the character of a
great people. Commerce, blockaded by ice foi seven
months or the year, badly needs a more sunny side.
It is true that must ot these drawbacks wonid disap¬
pear If the British provinces were consolidated with
the United States. For the present, however, the
United States have room am! verge enough to spread
all of its surplus capital, populaton and enterprise
upon the prairies of the West and the savannas of the
South. It might not be wUc to weaken our strength
by diffusion over a broader suriace than at present
so greatly tempts our national enterprise. If nelgn-.
bonn; provinces, wedded to aristocratic titles,
though unsupported by estates, choose to cling to a
style of government whose chiet strength discloses
at every fresh alarm the fact of dependency, and so
lag behind and retard their progress for a hall cen-
tury, whv. In an economical view, the United states
can afford to wait. When these provinces seek that
aggrandisement which naturally Hows over all the
parts of a free, independent and prosperous nation
by a union of Interests and honors, by a fraternal
welding together of all their material forces and po¬
litical aspirations, by an unreserved and nncaleu-
latmg assumption of privileges and duties. It will be
time enough to consider what measures will best
advance tnelr| general (wcliarc. Until then tt ts a
stiidv exclusively their own. about which tt will be
unbecoming tor us to waste diplomacy.

CONCLUSION.
There is no error, as I think. In the statement with

which I started.namely, that onr history famishes
bat one actaal reciprocity treaty accepted.and that
was Itself made contingent upon the action or Con¬
gress.ami one. the Zoilverem, negotiated and re¬
jected by the Senate. As lar us precedents go the
action of the government has been decidedly ad¬
verse to them, and the character of that accepted
even British subjects do not now pretend to have
been other than very profitable to them, and most un¬
profitable to the United States. Our House of Repre¬
sentatives was an Improved copy of the British
House of Commons, whose rights and privileges
are guarded with especial jealousy and unceasing
formality. At the commencement of every session
the Speaker goes to the House of bonis and claims
"all their ancient rights and privileges," all of
which the Ouecn, either In person or by proxy,
agrees to auow and confirm in as ample and com¬

plete manner as has ever been allowed or <x>nflrmed
by herself or by any of her Majesty's predecessors."
It will not be wise for the Senate or the Executive'
to raise any dubious conflict with the oilier branch
of Congress. Let It nover be neeessar^ for the
House to ask of us, or of the Executive, to allow aud
confirm. In as complete a manner as has ever been
showed and confirmed by the constitution, all their
ancient rights and privileges.

THU INAUGURATION BALL.
Mr. Craoin, (rep.iof N. H., entered a motion to re¬

consider the vote of yesterday refusing the use of
tne Capitol for the proDosed inauguration .ball.

RRI.IRP or MISS MUKUHV.
The Senate then resumed the consideration of the

bill for the relief of Hue Murphy, of Decatur. Ala.
Mr. Hawtrs, (rep.) of 8. a, readgan argument in

Ihvor of the bill. He was not quite satisned of the
loyalty of Miss Murphy previous to the arrival of the
United States army in Decatur, and as she was then
only sixteen veers old be thought it very doubtful
thai she had formed any opinions on the subject of
loyalty or disloyalty; but on the general question of
tne right of loyal Southerners to be compensated
for their property taken and used as hers hail iieen
be felt very strongly, and he had been surprised and
shocked at the ground taken by the opponents
of this bill. Us would not undertake to oou-
trovert the legal propositions or arguments, or
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Humner) or the
Senator from Oregon (Mr. Williams). The total men
of the South might be proved to the aeilafacilnn of
thoee who desired such proof to have been public
enemies during the war; but he had entertained a
different opinion of their poeltion and character.
The Senator from Michigan (Mr. Howard) had spoken
slightingly of the Southern loyalists, their sufferings
and their sacrtficee; but If he had happened to live
for a while during the war In the rebel States he
would undoubtedly have come to a different conclu¬
sion.
Mr. Howard, (rep.) of Mich., said he had not In¬

tended to oaet any elur upon tae loyal men of the
South. Nothing could have been further from hie
thoughts.
Mr. Savtsr wee glad of it. but the language of

the-Senator had given him the itupreealon that he
valued lightly the aoertfloes of the Southern loyal¬
ist#, and Indeed rather envied them for the advan¬
tages <* their peattton. The argument of the Sear
ator from Massachusetts (Mr. Sumner) tnat the loyal
mea of the south during the war were public ene
tales might be eaanewerahle; bat he appealed to
MMh to say whether the ooucleslon to whichthat
his legal logic led him was aot revolting to hut sense
of Janice. If the loyal people of the South were
now, sad had been alt along, public.Memies, why
had the government made a distinction between
thorn and disloyal dating the wart The govern¬
ment during the war did not determine who were
Its irtetMA by law. The Union men of the South
who ndhercu to the government did not hesitate
about thetr duty until they could consult I'nftendorf.
Hie Unl»n prisoners st the HuuthhUi notfosed It
necessary to read Valid in order to ascertain wed
were ihelr friend*. Th- policy advocated by the op
imncuts of this bill was most uujtut sad uhWiw. i hi

Of?:, jso a jm ,\\ ;.


